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Dear Jazz Educators,
Congratulations to the All State Jazz Band for a fine performance at MMEA. Thanks to the
students for their hard work, their directors for encouraging them, and to Steve Wiest, the All
State Jazz Band Clinician for a job well done and for the great entertainment! I hope you had
a chance to sit in on some of the rehearsals. What great teaching and mentoring! Also,
congratulations to all the Missouri jazz bands who gave outstanding performances at the
MMEA conference, as well as the wonderful jazz clinics that were offered this year.
Thank you all for the support you have shown to our state organization. What a great turn out
we had for our general business meeting at the MMEA conference! Thanks for the great ideas
and for wonderful networking. We will have a business meeting at the upcoming MBA
conference this summer. If you have any questions regarding our organization, want to
contribute ideas, suggestions, and articles for the upcoming newsletters, or just have
questions about what our state organization does, please feel free to contact me or any
executive board member. If you would like to run for an office, please contact Dave Dickey,
president, or any MOAJE officer. Please visit our website at www.moaje.org to keep up on
current information. Join us on Facebook, too!
Sincerely,

Lori
Lori Hutton
MOAJE Secretary
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MOAJE Outstanding Jazz Educator
Award
Dan Schunks
The MOAJE Outstanding Jazz Educator Award was
awarded to Dan Schunks at the 2015 MMEA
Conference. Dan was born in Neosho, Mo and grew
up in Crystal City, MO. He started his college career at
Mineral Arts College, and then transferred to Murray
State University. He taught for one year in Bell City
School and then taught at West County School in
Leadwood from 1977-1987. He then spent the next 22
years at North County Schools where he retired in
2006, only to come back and fill out the last month of
spring 2007 and then returned until he retired again
in 2010. While there, he started the North County Jazz
Festival which is in its 22nd year. It was an evaluative
festival late in the spring, to give less experienced
bands an opportunity to perform for comments
without the pressure of competition.
Dan became the director of the Kicks Band (for band
directors and interested community members) in the
fall of 1993. During this time he worked with Clark
Terry, Louis Bellson, Bill Watrous, Phil Woods,
Delfeayo Marsalis, Wayne Bergeron, Denis DiBlasio,
Jon Faddis, Bobby Shew, Frank Mantooth, Reggie
Thomas, Kim Park, Byron Stripling, Lou Marini, among
others.
He is currently an adjunct faculty member of Mineral Area College where he direcst the Community
Concert Band, the Kicks Band, low brass lessons, and occasionally steel drums and music appreciation. He
has been married to Ellen for 32 years (this July) and have two great sons. Nathan, who is the drummer in
the Kicks Band and is employed at Mercy Jefferson hospital in Crystal City; and Phillip, who is a student at
Murray State University.
Dan says “I have been fortunate to enjoy a career in which I have never worked a day in my life. Jazz was
the portal that launched me on this journey and jazz is still the most creative music, for me that I find
exciting. I love sharing my knowledge with kids who are just beginning to learn about this great art. Any
recognition I receive is due to the efforts and performance of others. While my bank account may differ,
and it does, jazz has made me a very rich person thanks to the friendships and experiences I have had
along the way. I am and shall always be most grateful and humbled by this wonderful honor.”

2015 All State Jazz Band

MOAJE Reading & Jam Session at MMEA

One of the highlights of the MMEA jazz
educators is our annual Reading
Session. This year it was held on
Thursday night in the Auditorium.
Many jazz educators were there to
share their talent.

Another highlight is the Jam Session, held on Wednesday night at Blackbear
Lounge. What a fun night for jazz educators and musicians to perform and listen!
All State Jazz Director, Steve Wiest, joined in with the Missouri educators.

District & State
Audition Music
The Missouri District and State auditions will use Approaching the Standards and Blues in All
Keys. In addition, two new etudes will be written and recorded and available for download
for free on the MOAJE website. The etudes should be on the website by July 2015. You can
currently check out the titles of the new etudes on our website. Be sure to check out the
four-year rotation chart which can be found at www.moaje.org. We will use Set 4 for the
2015-2016 school year.

Jazz Events at MBA
The Missouri Bandmasters Association will hold their annual conference from June 21-24,
2015 at The Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake Ozark, MO.
Please visit the MBA website at www.missouribandmasters.org for a complete schedule
and information on how to register.

Downbeat Education Subscription
Downbeat is a monthly magazine that caters to the jazz world. It is terrific resource for both
jazz musicians and jazz educators. They offer a free educational subscription program to
schools, called “The Future of Jazz.” This is a great way to get jazz into the hands of our
students. They can read about current jazz musicians, up and coming jazz musicians, as
well as historical jazz music and musicians from days gone by. Many jazz universities and
colleges advertise in the magazine, along with different instrument companies, new
technology, and accessories. There are articles, interviews, CD reviews, transcriptions,
lessons, etc.
If you would like to receive the Downbeat magazines for your students, please contact Sue
at suem@downbeat.com. The educational free subscription runs for 9 months from
August through May. Each school is allowed up to 25 copies. Email Sue and she will send
you a form to fill out. Then you will begin receiving the monthly issues. It’s that simple!
Downbeat magazine is also available online: www.downbeat.com

Jazz Educators Network (JEN) Conference

The sixth annual Jazz Educators Network Conference was held January 7 – 10, 2015 in San
Diego at the Manchester Grand Hyatt. To read about the conference, check out the March
2015 edition of JAZZed. Also, you can connect with JEN online to view additional photos
and videos from the conference at:

facebook.com/jazzeducationnetwork

twitter.com/jazzednet

youtube.com/jazzednet

The seventh annual JEN Conference will be held January 6 – 9, 2016 in Louisville, KY at the
Gault House Hotel. Early bird registration is February 1, 2015 – September 30, 2015. If you
are interested in attending, you will need to visit their website: www.jazzednet.org and
become a member. There are several different membership levels to choose from.
Registration information for the conference is available on their website. There are
different registration options.

Jazz Educators Network (JEN) Membership
MOAJE is a Network Affiliate Group Member. Below are the benefits we as MOAJE receive:

Network Affiliate Group Benefits
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

eligibility for one representative of Affiliate to have voting rights in all member elections/meetings
eligibility for one representative to be nominated, serve on committees with voice and vote (must be elected or appointed)
eligibility for the Network Affiliate Organization to receive a 10% discount for placing six or more ads annually inJazzEd magazine,
OR a 5% discount for 3 or more ads during the course of one year
eligibility for the Network Affiliate Organization to display merchandise (with approval of board) on line by providing a web link to
JEN (Note: One link per member organization limit)
eligibility to have JEN link/listing to your organization website, with appropriate logo provided to JEN
authorization to link your organization’s website to JEN, with appropriate logo provided by JEN
eligibility for organization to purchase exhibit space at the Annual Conference with listing as Network Affiliate Group
If exhibiting at the Conference, JEN website link from posted Exhibitor Page to your organization’s website Note: JEN reserves the
right to refuse the posting of any website material based on content appropriateness or other criteria.

If you are interested in joining, listed below are the benefits:
Educators
1. Network with other educators from around the world via the JEN forum and conference
2. Perform with your group in front of the leading jazz educators in the world
3. Hear other bands & choirs from around the world to evaluate where your group fits in to the world of jazz
4. Receive JAZZed magazine (USA members only)
5. Allow your students to listen or participate in the JENerations Jam Sessions
6. Hear some of the top jazz professionals in the world
7. Check out all the new gear (instruments, music, etc.)
8. Learn new teaching techniques to take back to your school
9. Special focus for K-8 jazz educators
10. Earn continuing education credit
11. Take advantage of special offers for members
12. Opportunity to vote and run for a board seat
13. Opportunity to serve on JEN committees
Students
1. Network with other students from around the world
2. Hear other high school or college bands & choirs from around the world to evaluate where you fit in the world of jazz
3. Listen or participate in the JENerations Jam Sessions
4. Hear some of the top jazz professionals in the world
5. Check out all the new gear (instruments, music, etc.)
6. Talk to recruiters at universities with strong jazz programs
7. Participate in scholarship and award contests
8. Take advantage of special offers for members

